
Pearls of Wisdom 
 

It is a rare delight to come on a source of densely packed wis-
dom in any field. Last month I was given a new book by its au-
thor, Dennis Wedlick, an architect of deserved national reputa-
tion who built his own county home in Columbia County. Good 
House Hunting, 20 steps to your dream home  (Harper Design 
2005) is a practical yet inspirational guide composed like a 
string of flawless pearls - admirable for clarity of thought and 
depth of meaning. It is worth our while to pick out just a few of 
these pearls of wisdom to enlighten our quest for the ideal 
house. 
 
It is written from the perspective 
of an architect concerned as much 
for human qualities as physical 
integrity, taking the would-be 
buyer or builder by the hand to 
explore how one can successfully 
and creatively find just the right 
match of a house - existing or 
created anew - to compliment 
one’s inner needs yet outwardly 
reflect our soul-on-earth. Fulfill-
ing one’s self in a home is the 
poetry of the practical. Taken in 
hand, the good house becomes the 
ideal home through a thoughtfully 
mentoring architect. 
 
The steps to finding or designing a 
house are easily imagined by eve-
ryone, for indeed all of us must 
live in some form of structure. 
Universally people seek comfort 
from the extremes of climate by 
creating shelters of available ma-
terials strong enough to withstand 
the elements yet large enough to 
accommodate the family. From 
Bushman’s windbreak to Inuit’s 
igloo to Czar’s palace it is amaz-
ing what serves as a satisfactory 
home. But the root of domestic 
desire is more than practical, it 
grows out of emotional longing. 
As young Dorothy so perfectly expressed it, “there is no place 
like home.” Each person’s ideal home starts with an inner quest 
to discover one’s own self in order to understand how the right 
home will bring harmony into one’s life. 
 
Close your eyes for a moment and see if you can envision what 
your own dream home would be, for this is the first step in mak-
ing it come true. 
 
Likes and dislikes, aspirations and inspirations, convenience and 
pleasures - in sum, dream about where you would feel most at 
ease, most secure, and most happy. It will vary with location, 
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whether primary or secondary home, and where in one’s life 
cycle you are.  
 
Its been my experience that the more fantastic the dream, the 
better the results usually turn out to be... I believe a home can 
realize a personal fantasy and command a high resale value - if 
it is well built and thoughtfully designed.     
 
We have seen fantasy houses built around unorganized impulses 
and the ill-discipline of limitless funds. These become the white 
elephants of the next recession. Thoughtful design comes from 
writing down your dreams, organizing these thoughts and filter-
ing them through the experience of a capable architect and de-

signer. Each person’s quest is as 
unique as their own experiences; 
writing it and then refining it will 
bring evolution and organization 
to what for most people could be 
the most satisfying creative ex-
perience in their life - commensu-
rate with often being their most 
valuable investment. For a couple, 
integrating the His and Her wish 
list should become a life enhanc-
ing experience. A home is like the 
third leg of the marital stool. 
 
Where the architect is the match-
maker for new construction, the 
real estate broker serves the same 
function for finding the ideal exist-
ing home. It is his/her role, if 
gifted, to listen to, understand and 
interpret client’s dreams by find-
ing the closest match, knowing all 
along from experience that clients 
often respond unexpectedly to 
houses they never dreamed of. 
How so?  
 
A lifetime of experiences tucked 
away in the subconscious mind 
needs visual stimuli to bring forth 
fresh associations of early pleas-
ures creating appreciation for a 
newly discovered house or land-

scape for the ideal home. 
 
These thoughts are just some of the necessary preliminaries to 
the process of selecting the ideal home. Once the dream process 
is at work Wedlick sets forth twenty steps to accomplish the 
goal of finding or creating just the right house for self or family. 
These are not just a quick list of check offs (so briefly summa-
rized here) but carefully reasoned advice distilled from decades 
of experience observing how clients and structures interrelate. 
As he points out time and again, finding the dream is just the 
beginning of a lifetime process of refining our lives within the 

From Dennis Wedlick’s Good House Hunting, 20 steps to 
your dream home  (Harper Design 2005)   



home by changing ourselves as well as our home. I doubt that 
you will find this level of wisdom on the subject of the country 
house anywhere else in contemporary literature.     
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Dennis Wedlick’s 20 steps to your dream house 
 

Step 1 Establish a price range for the property that leaves enough money to realize your personal vision of the              
           dream home; buy less of a home and do more with it. 
 
Step 2 With wish list in hand or head, consider every location (in your price range), including your current one;  
           keep an open mind. 
 
Step 3 Check potential locations often, during the full course of the day, week, and even the seasons if possible. 
 
Step 4. Practice envision ing yourself your possessions and your dreams-in places you are considering for  
            locations. 
 
Step 5 Narrow your favorite locations to two or three and never fixate on one; commit your heart to a location only  
           when it is yours to keep. 
 
Step 6 Estimate the value of the home through comparab1es, replacement cost, and its unique features. 
 
Step 7 Never judge a house by its "curb appeal." Look for pleasing proportions, an appealing setting, and quality  
           construction. 
 
Step 8  Recognize that good homes have interiors that look comfortable and attractive, even without a stick of  
            furniture in them. 
 
Step 9 A home is just as much a machine as an automobile. You need to check the mechanical systems. 
 
Step 10 Make three lists: what you like about the house you're considering buying, what you would hope to change   
             about it, and what you dislike that cannot be altered. 
 
Step 11 Never give up on the dream. Revisit all your wishes, and plan some way to satisfy the essence of each of  
             them. 
 
Step 12 Be methodical; consider every surface and corner of the home, and, piece by piece, plan on personalizing  
             it with your own touch. 
 
step 13 Understand that the best return on improvements to a home comes from making the good points even  
             Better inside, outside, and in the landscape. 
 
Step 14. Consider strategic little changes that can go a long way toward turning a good home into one that's just  
               perfect. 
 
Step 15 Know the local properly laws, your property's limitations, and your obligations before you close on a  
             home. 
 
Step 16 Building renovating, or repairing a home can be hard. Stay in control with realistic expectations, a steady  
             focus, and a bright outlook. 
 
Step 17 Realize that a total make over can be expensive but the results can be even better than starting from  
             scratch. 
 
Step 18 A healthy home is a happy home; beware of the hazards of indoor air pollution and unsafe conditions. 
 
Step 19 Learn the rules and restrictions imposed 6y the government and other authorities. 
 
Step 20 Remember that a dream home will take time, patience, and hard work; but it is a proven financial and  
             emotional investment. 


