
Gardening for Dinner and Delight (II) 
Continued from the September column, a conversation with 
horticulturalist and nurseryman Randy Hinz of  The Sycamore 
Garden Center and Nursery, Columbiaville, Columbia County, 
NY. (518 697-3738,  randy@sycamoregarden.com) 
  
 
Gardening as a work in progress 
  Owners approach their garden potential in different ways, 
partly depending on their home, whether traditional or contem-
porary, and partly on their personal disposition. And, yes, some-
times on the inspiration that others, including gardeners, bring 
to them.  Those who have an entire garden done at once may 
enjoy the relatively immediate result, but they are probably not 
true gardeners. One sometimes  meets people who are not true 
gardeners but love gardens nonetheless. I had a client on Long 
Island tell me "Don't you dare make me into a gardener, I don't 
want my golf game to suffer." I was enthusiastic about what we 
were doing for her garden and she was beginning to feel the 
same way. If you are a true gardener, you look at gardens and 
plants differently from the way others do. With each plant you 
notice the color of the leaf, and, of course, the shape and form of 
the plant. Once you start opening up another's eyes to the won-
ders of the plant world, providing they have some latent feeling 
for it, they also can begin to become very enthused. My cus-
tomer on Long Island loved her garden. In fact she had a beauti-
ful garden; she liked to be in it and entertain there. I created for 
her a nice outside environment. Although she didn't really want 
to be a gardener, she did love her garden. 
   With your wife DeGuerre and her gardens, I share the same 
aesthetic and feel for gardening, whether the house is traditional 
or modern. We immediately connected and  garden the same 
way. We don't like to do everything all at once. A garden needs 
to develop over time; it feels better that way. And when it is 
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finished it has a look completely different from that of a garden 
which is totally “designed out.” It is nice to take a certain area 
of the property and develop a garden, then later go on to de-
velop others elsewhere, creating wonderful rooms to wander 
into and out of, which is exactly what you did with your garden.  
That is how a property would naturally develop. 
 
Gardens as art 
   Most artwork, with the exception of some modern sculpture, is 
not kinetic while a garden is very kinetic. Even modern kinetic 
art is planned and predictable; a garden is not  so predictable. 
Gardens are more dynamic.  Things happen which you do not 
expect. Gardens can also be dynamic by sending you in a differ-

ent direction from that in which you may initially have been 
headed. For instance, when a large tree all of a sudden comes 
down in a storm and creates a massive void, there is sun where 
there used to be shade - an unexpected, exciting opportunity.  
  Today gardens are much different from the way they were ear-
lier in our history.  They change in time and direction. That was 
not the case long ago when gardening was predicated strictly on 
practicality, with the planting of a vegetable garden and some 
fruit trees. Plymouth Plantation, for example, has such practical 
gardens. They are beautiful in their austerity, but were devel-
oped of necessity. Providing that necessity was satisfied, gar-
dens could be made attractive. In fact they can be absolutely 
gorgeous even though their reason for being is not in the first 
instance an aesthetic one. Any time order is introduced in a gar-
den it can prove exciting. Although it is different in the city as 
there is so much order already, in a rural setting if order is intro-

Parterre in winter  
   We are used to burying our gardens in winter snow (and in 
our mind) when the most colorful plants of summer turn 
brown. Not so with a boxwood and yew hedge garden which 
retains form and color year around. Even under snow, light and 
shadow expresses their complex pattern for all-season delight. 
Here the very first flakes of winter snow lend extra contrast to 
a knot garden, as much at home in the rigors of our climate as 
the Europe of its forebears. Kinderhook, Blackburn design. 

The formal parterre garden 
    Formal gardens are best seen from above, their intricate pat-
terns manifest in morning or evening light. With the right se-
lection of scented plants, organized design, and babbling water 
(here two fountains) parterre gardens are a delight to all the 
senses - the most comprehensive art form. The Nathan Wild 
House at Valatie, inspired by Kevin Jacobs and Will Swift, 
designed by Rod Blackburn. 


